Case XXX.
The meteor that did not start a fire

Time: Thursday, February 21, about 20.30 [21.30 in Finland]
Place: Finland and the Swedish counties of Västerbotten, Västernorrland, Kopparberg (Dalarna), Gävleborg, Uppsala, Östergötland and Skaraborg

In view of the large area where this phenomenon was seen, it might have been a train of several meteors that simultaneously trailed through the Finnish-Swedish atmosphere. Noone, however, seems to have noted more than one flash (which was the case with the February 17 fireball). The February 21 meteor seemed to come from the east and was probably first observed from Finland:

Sightings from Finland:
xxx-A: ”FARM-HOUSE  SET ON FIRE BY A METEOR... Vasa, Saturday. A large number of meteors have been sighted in Österbotten. On Thursday at 21.30 hours a meteor fell in Ersbacken in Österbotten. Eye witnesses said they watched a streak of light, or an arrow of light, which while developing a strong light, and with a loud detonation, fell into a group of buildings, owned by Josefa Höglund and which includes a sauna and a smithy. Within moments the whole group of buildings was on fire and burnt to the ground. 

”A similar phenomenon was seen at Korsnäs, where it had the shape of a ball, splitting into two, developing a powerful light and a loud noise. In Kurikka a meteor fell down in Miedonkylä, the same night and at the same time. When the meteor hit ground a loud explosion was heard. In Malax a clear light was seen on Thursday at 21.30. A few minutes later a loud detonation was heard, shaking the buildings. The light was seen in the western sky. A similar phenomenon was also seen in Petalax. In Jurva people had, at the same time, noted some kind of quake, as if the wall was hit by a sledgehammer. In Storkyro a strong light was seen, lasting for a few minutes [!?], whereafter came a bang.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 24) 

”... Here we are dealing with the same phenomenon which was seen along the Norrland coast between Umeå and Sundsvall. Even as far to the south as in the Stockholm archipelago the light was seen in the sky. The places, noted in the newswire, are in the neighbourhood of Vasa, thus opposite to Härnösand [on the Swedish side of the Baltic]”. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 26)

The supposed connection between the burning sauna and the meteor caused a debate in the Finnish papers. The signature ”Tuus”, writing in Hufvudstadsbladet, noted that the connection was not possible since a meteor ”is ice-cold..not burning hot”. His colleague ”Neger”, writing in Vasabladet was of the other opinion. (Hufvudstadsbladet, February 26 and March 10). An official investigation, to clear the matter, followed. 

”THE METEOR SHOWER IN ÖSTERBOTTEN. Vasa, Wednesday. Since it has been established, these last few days, that a meteor has fallen in Miedonkylä in Kurikka and in Ersbacken in Övermark, in addition to which the meteor, at the last place mentioned, started a fire, the Finnish Geological Institute has sent a researcher to the place to investigate meteorites that might be found. For this purpose schoolmaster Aarne Mikkola has arrived in Österbotten, and thereafter to Kurikka. Schoolmaster Mikkola will perform investigations at the place where the meteor has fallen, whereafter he will compile a thorough and reliable report of sightings at the places where the meteor was seen.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, Helsinki, February 28)

”Concerning the meteor falls in the southern part of Österbotten, a couple of weeks ago, ore geologist Aimo [not Aarne] Mikkola has performed official investigations at the place. On February 21, at 21.30 hours, a meteor had flown in an east-westerly direction near the southern part of Kurikka and Närpes. Judging from the noises heard, it crashed into the Bottniska viken [Bothnian bay] some 30-50 kilometres from the coast. It is possible that parts of it fell in the border areas between Kurikka, Jurva and Östermark, but this has not been confirmed. On the other hand it is clear that the fire at the smithy in Ersbacka in Övermark has no connection to the meteor.although the two incidents occured at the same time.” (Hufvudstadsbladet, March 7)

Sightings from the county of Västerbotten:
xxx-B: Rickard Granberg from Ström at exactly 20.25: powerful lightning phenomena in the upper atmosphere. The streaks came from the north and went to the south. There was also a period of very strong light which was noticed indoors although electrical lights were on. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-C: Ex-policman Axel Forssell, and his wife, saw the phenomenon from a road near Grisbacka at 20.20: a fireball ”the size of a handball”, greenish light, orange tail. Came from the west and seemed to crash into [river] Umeälven. No sound. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-D: Engineer Frölander, Robertsfors, about 20.30 hours: meteor seen in a southerly direction. Strong, bluish light, later redish. Some villagers heard ”dull detonations”. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-E: Lövånger: luminous ball with tail. (Smålands Dagblad, February 23)

xxx-F: Överrissjö: fireball at about 20.30. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-G: Lisbeth Jonsson, Stöcksjö: ”It was heavenly beautiful, and what made such a deep impression was the strange silence that prevailed. It was as if the nature held its breath while, from the bright sky, a red
ball slowly crossed the sky with a multicoloured tail behind, until it exploded without the slightest sound.” 
(Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-H: Emma Nilsson, Kusfors: ”The whole sky lit ut, as the place where I was standing. A big light case. It looked like a big lantern, hanging in the air. I stood watching this for a couple of minutes [!] until it was dark again. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-I: At Ulvöberg near Vilhelmina mr. Richard Jäger and a friend saw the strong light moving at great speed towards east, throwing sparks around. The neighbourhood was strongly lit ut. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23)

xxx-J: Exactly as on February 17 (see above), Mr. Sven Robertsson was in his car between Norrmalm and Lycksele, when he happened to see the second meteor within a few days. He thought: the same nuisance once again! He had later met another inhabitant of Lycksele, who had seen the phenomenon from out on the ice on [river] Umeälven. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, February 23) 

Sightings from the county of Västernorrland:
xxx-K: A few witnesses at Stöde, about 20.30 hours: a fireball ”large as a football”, came from the north and traversed the sky. At zenith the fireball gave a crackling sound. The surroundings were lit up by the meteor. (Västerbottens-Kuriren, and other newspapers [TT newswire] February 22)

xxx-L: Rune Sandin, Sundhorn, and others: the whole area was lit up. Fireball disappeared in an easterly direction. (Sundsvalls Tidning, February 23) 

xxx-M: Hudiksvall area, about 20.15: Streak of light across the sky, light explosion. Fireball seemed to fall into the sea. (Sundsvalls Tidning, February 23)

xxx-N: Selånger: A woman found that it was suddenly complete light around her. As she turned around she caught sight of a fireball with a long tail of luminous and sparkling stars. After a short while the ball was gone. (Falu-Kuriren, Smålands Dagblad, and other newspapers [TT newswire], February 22)

Sightings from the county of Kopparberg (Dalarna)
xxx-O: Near Bjursås something like a meteor appeared. On Thursday evening between 8 and nine a person at Gopa saw a powerful star with a luminous tail. The star came in a north-easterly direction, ”getting bigger and bigger”. (Falu-Kuriren, February 22)

xxx-P: Gustafs, about 21.00: fireball came from zenith and disappeared in the northeast behind Rösåsen. ”Looked like a great fire”. (Mora Tidning, February 25)

xxx-Q: Söderbärke, about 20.00: meteor went from east to west, slightly smaller than the moon, explosed, only a few seconds. (Mora Tidning, February 25)

xxx-R: ”Bjurvattnet (weather observer Burström): On the 21st at 20.25 a powerful light was seen from a meteor. Ledningsmark (weather observer Nilsson): On the 21st at 20.42 the heavens were lit up by a fireball, which disappeared in a southerly direction.” (SMHI yearbook) 

xxx-S: ”Lisskogsåsen (weather observer Nilsson): On the 21st in the evening a strong light was seen, almost like a streak of lightning. Lövnäs (weather observer Eriksson): On the 21 st at 20.23 I saw a meteor in a northeasterly direction from my farm at Lövnäs. It was the size of a small moon and oblong by shape, up and down [?], a short tail almost straight up [towards zenith?]. The meteor went in a sloping curve towards north, shining rather clearly, the whole thing lasting only for a second. I was just standing, looking at the stary heaven and the aurora which was simultaneously to be seen in the north.” (SMHI yearbook) 

xxx-T: ”A rather singular phenomenon of nature was observed at Mångsbodarna on the 21st between 20 and 20.30, when the sky, for a moment was lit up by a very strong light. Straight up in the sky a big, round ball of fire was seen, with a long fiery tail behind, which seemed to fall straight down until hidden by the woods. No explosion was noted.” (SMHI yearbook)

Sighting from the county of Gävleborg
xxx-U: Stenegård, (weather observer Carlén): On the 21st at 20.30 a meteor light was seen in an easterly direction. (SMHI yearbook)

Sighting from the county of Uppland
xxx-V: A witness at Ramsta in the country near Uppsala thought it was a burning and falling aircraft, Thursday evening. Neither military nor civilian air authorities had any planes missing. (Falu-Kuriren, Borlänge Tidning, and other newspapers [TT newswire] February 22) 

Sighting from the county of Östergötland
xxx-W: ”Bona (weather observer Thorsell): on the 21st at 20.20 a meteor was observed in a northeasterly direction. It fell vertically with a blue tail, the ball seemed to be the size of a full-moon and lighting up the road where we were walking, as well as the surrounding terrain.” (SMHI yearbook) 

Sighting from the county of Skaraborg (Västergötland)
xxx-X: In spite of the slight difference in time and the long distance from the northern Baltic, the following has been viewed as yet another sighting of the same meteor: ”Århult (weather observer Klasson): on the 21 st at between 21 and 22 a fireball was observed in a northeasterly direction, with dark-red light, the ball seemed to go down into the ground, visible for about 2 seconds.” (SMHI yearbook)

Status: Meteor
Sources: See each case above. Credits: Heikki Virtanen (Hufvudstadsbladet), Clas Svahn (Norra Västerbotten), Anders Liljegren (Västerbottens-Kuriren), and others. SMHI yearbook, credit to Sven Schalin. 

